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STATE OF NEW YORK

5435

2005- 2006 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE
May 20, 2005
I ntroduced by Sens. SALAND, ALESI -- (at request of the Governor) --

read twi ce and ordered printed, and when printed to be comitted to
the Comm ttee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education |law and the state finance law, in relation
to the procurenent and use of environnentally sensitive cleaning and
mai nt enance products in schools

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative intent. Even nore so than adults, children are
vul nerable to, and may be severely affected by, exposure to chenicals,
hazardous wastes and other environnental hazards. The Federal Environ-
nmental Protection Agency estimates that human exposure to air pollutants
i ndoors can be two to five tinmes, and occasionally up to 100 tines,
hi gher than outdoor levels. Children, their teachers, and other school
staff nmenbers spend a significant part of their lives in school Dbuild-
I ngs, and are exposed to chemcals from cl eaners, waxes, deodorizers and
ot her mai ntenance products. Health threats may be caused by the presence
of such chemicals, potentially resulting in increased costs to individ-
ual schools, school districts and the state in terns of staff tinme and
effort, cl eanup costs, school closings and student absenteeism
Di scharges of chemcals from cleaning and maintenance products also
burden publicly-owned wastewater treatnent works, and also end up in our
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| akes and streans. C eaning and mai nt enance products that are the sane
in form function and utility as products currently used in schools, but
that have elimnated or | owered concentrations of potentially harnfu

chem cals, are increasingly being developed and are available in the
mar ket pl ace. Therefore, the legislature finds that school districts and
public and private elenentary and secondary schools shoul d be inforned
of and shoul d purchase environnental |l y-sensitive cleaning and nmainte-
nance products. It is the purpose of this legislation to reduce as nuch
as possi bl e exposure of children and school staff to potentially-harnfu

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be onmitted.
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chem cals and substances wused in the <cleaning and nmaintenance of
school s.

8§ 2. The education lawis anended by adding a new section 409-i to
read as foll ows:

8 409-i. Procurenent and use of environnentally-sensitive cleaning and

mai nt enance products. 1. For the purpose of this section the follow ng

ternms shall nean:

(a) "Elenentary or secondary school" neans a facility used for
instruction of elenentary or secondary students by: (i) any school
district, including a special act school district and a city school

district in a city having a popul ati on of one hundred twenty-five thou-

sand inhabitants or nore, (ii) a board of cooperative educational

services, (iii) a charter school, (iv) an approved private school for

the education of students with disabilities, (v) a state-supported

school for the deaf or blind operated pursuant to article eighty-five of

this chapter, and (vi) any other private or parochi al el enentary or

secondary school .
(b) "Environnentally-sensitive cleaning and nmintenance products"

neans those cl eaning and nmintenance products that mnimze adverse

i mpacts on children's health and the environment.
(c) "Facility" means any school building or facility used for instruc-

tional purposes and the surrounding grounds or other sites used for

pl aygrounds, athletics or other instructional purposes.

2. The comm ssi oner of general servi ces, in consultation with the
conm ssi oner and the conm ssioners of environnental conservation, health
and | abor, shall establish and fromtine to ti ne anend qui deli nes and

speci fications for environnentall y-sensitive cleaning and naintenance

products for use in elenentary and secondary school facilities. For the

pur pose of devel opi ng appropriate criteria for such quidelines and spec-

ifications, such comm ssioners shall review and evaluate existing

research regarding environnentally-sensitive cleaning and nai nt enance

products, including but not limted to, research and qui dance i ssued by

the United States environnental protection agency and the office of the

federal environnental executive. In devel oping such quidelines, the

conmm ssi oner of general services shall provide public notice and an

opportunity to comment. Such quidelines shall be foll owed by el enentary

and secondary schools to identify and procure environnentall y-sensitive

cl eani ng and mai nt enance products which are available in the form func-

tion and wutility generally used by el enentary and secondary schools in

their facilities.
3. The conm ssioner of qgeneral services shall di ssem nate to al

elenentary and secondary schools qui delines and specifications for the

pur chase and use of environnentally-sensitive cleaning and nmintenance

products in elenentary and secondary schools for use in their facili-

ties. The comm ssioner of general services shall also prepare and
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di ssemnate to all el enentary and secondary schools a sanple |ist of

such environnentall y-sensitive cleaning and mai ntenance products that

neet these quidelines or specifications. The conmm ssioner of general

services shall provide assistance and gqui dance to el enentary and second-

ary schools in carrving out the requirenents of this section. El enent a-

ry and secondary schools shall follow such quidelines, specifications

and sample |ist when purchasi ng cl eani ng and mai nt enance products for

use in their facilities.
4. El enentary and secondary schools shall notify their personnel of

the availability of such quidelines, specifications and sanple |ist.
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