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Women's Environmental Institute ¢ Women's Voices for the Earth

Aylwin B. Lewis

President and Chief Executive Officer

Sears Holding Corporation

3333 Beverly Road

Hoffman Estates, IL 60179 March 8, 2006

Dear Mr. Lewis:

In our industry investigation on PVC (polyvinyl chloride) plastic use, we found that Sears
Holding sells many products made out of or packaged with PVC plastic at Sears and Kmart. We
are writing to urge you to replace PVC packaging and products with non-PVC alternatives
(beginning with Sears’ and Kmart's private label packaging and products) and sign the enclosed
PVC-free pledge. Given our experiences working with other companies, we request that Sears
and Kmart phases out the use of PVC in packaging within two years and PVC in products within
three years. PVC is the most damaging plastic to human health and the environment.



In a recent retail survey in New York State, we found products such as Time Out bath and
beauty products, over one hundred Craftsman products, Die Hard battery packs, Martha
Stewart Everyday vinyl tablecloths, Essential Home vinyl tablecloths, and Essential Home vinyl
shower curtains packaged or made out of PVC plastic. At the same time, both Sears and Kmart
sells many similar products made out of or packaged in safer materials, such as EVA shower
curtains.

In October, 2005, Wal-Mart announced their plans to phase out private label PVC packaging in
two years. Other leading retailers and manufacturers have already committed to phasing out
PVC in packaging and/or products including Wal-Mart, Marks and Spencer, Ikea, Microsoft,
Mattel, SC Johnson, Nike, and Johnson and Johnson. We call on Sears Holding to join the
growing ranks of major retailers and other companies that have committed to phasing out this
toxic plastic. Sears Holding has an opportunity to demonstrate that it is not an industry laggard,
but instead a leader in utilizing poison-free packaging and products. We are approaching other
large retailers that have yet to phase out PVC and asking them to make this same commitment.

Enclosed you will find a detailed report that documents the environmental and health impacts of
PVC production, use and disposal. These hazards include:

= PVC production problems: The production of PVC requires toxic chemicals as raw
materials, including highly polluting chlorine, and cancer-causing vinyl chloride monomer
and ethylene dichloride. PVC production has been found to expose workers and
surrounding communities to vinyl chloride and studies have documented links between
working in vinyl chloride production facilities and the increased likelihood of developing
diseases including angiosarcoma of the liver, a rare form of liver cancer, and other non-
cancer disorders. Our bodies are contaminated with poisonous chemicals released during
the PVC lifecycle, such as mercury, dioxins, and phthalates, which may pose irreversible
life-long health threats.

= PVC usage problems: Additives mixed with PVC resins such as stabilizers, plasticizers,
and fillers can leach out of, or volatilize from, a PVC product during its useful life. Phthalates
(plasticizers) may pose hazards, including the development of respiratory problems in
children. One of the most common toxic additives is DEHP, a phthalate that is a suspected
carcinogen and reproductive toxicant readily found in numerous PVC products.

= PVCrecycling problems: PVC is very difficult to recycle because of the many different
formulations used to make PVC products. PVC can never be truly recycled into the same
material—it usually ends up being made into lower quality products. When PVC products
are mixed in with the recycling of non-chlorinated plastics, such as in bottle recycling
programs, they contaminate the entire recycling process. In fact just one PVC bottle can
contaminate a recycling load of 100,000 polyethylene terephthalate (PET) bottles.

= PVC disposal problems: When produced or burned PVC plastic forms dioxins, a highly
toxic group of chemicals that build up in the food chain. The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency classified the most potent of the dioxins as a human carcinogen, estimating a 1 in
1,000 risk to Americans from cancer due to exposure. Dioxins are also associated with a
wide range of non-cancer effects including altered sexual development, reproductive
problems, diabetes and organ toxicity. As a consequence of these serious health threats,
dioxins were among the first twelve chemicals targeted for elimination by an international
treaty on persistent organic pollutants, signed by the United States.



= Safer alternatives are available: The good news is that safer, cost-effective, alternatives to
PVC are readily available for virtually every use. Recognizing the myriad of environmental
health threats posed by the PVC lifecycle, numerous governments and companies have
already enacted PVC restrictions or have policies to eliminate PVC. A growing humber of
manufacturers, distributors and retailers are moving away from polluting products towards
safer, more practical alternatives that are available today. An increasing number of savvy
consumers are seeking PVC-free products. See the enclosed growing listing of companies

that have committed to phasing out PVC.

This spring, our organizations will be educating consumers about products packaged or made
out of PVC plastic. Our organizations have a combined membership of over one million
consumers around the world who are very concerned about the use of toxic materials like PVC
in consumer products. We would like to be able to state that Sears Holding is committed to
phasing out PVC in its packaging and products, and is not lagging behind other industry

leaders.

We would welcome the opportunity to set up a conference call with key PVC experts to meet
with senior staff in charge of stakeholder engagement to discuss our concerns and opportunities
for Sears Holding to address this critical issue. We look forward to hearing whether Sears
Holding will sign the PVC-free pledge and phase out its use of PVC packaging and utilize
environmentally sound materials, so we can let our members know. Please provide a

response by April 10, 2006 to Michael Schade at CHE J/BE SAFE via fax, e-mail or mail.

We look forward to your response.
Sincerely,

National and International Organizations

Lois Gibbs

Executive Director

Center for Health, Environment and Justice
P.O. Box 6806

Falls Church, VA 22046

Michael Schade

PVC Campaign Coordinator

Center for Health, Environment and Justice
BE SAFE

9 Murray Street, Suite 300

New York, NY 10007-2223
mike@besafenet.com

Phone: (212) 964-3680

Fax: (212) 349-1366

Lisa Wanzor

Acting Executive Director
Breast Cancer Action

55 New Montgomery Street
Suite 323

San Francisco, CA 94105

Jeanne Rizzo, R.N.
Executive Director

Breast Cancer Fund

1388 Sutter Street, Suite 400
San Francisco, CA 94109

Charlie Cray

Director

Center for Corporate Policy
PO box 19405
Washington, DC 20036

Stacey Gonzalez

Child Proofing Our Communities

Center for Health, Environment and Justice
150 South Washington St.

Falls Church, VA



Christopher Gavigan

CEO / Executive Director

Children’s Health Environmental Coalition
12300 Wilshire Boulevard Suite 410

Los Angeles California 90025

Alexandra McPherson
NA Project Director
Clean Production Action
P.O. Box 153

Spring Brook, NY 14140

Michael J. Marx

Director

Corporate Ethics International

720 SW Washington Street, Suite 660
Portland, OR 97205

Erik Jansson,

Executive Director

Department of the Planet Earth
701 E Street, SE, Ste. 200
Washington, DC 20003

Kathleen Rogers

President

Earth Day Network

1616 P Street, NW, Suite 340
Washington, DC 20036

Gary Cohen

Executive Director, Environmental Health
Fund

Co-Executive Director, Health Care Without
Harm

41 Oakview Terrace

Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

Mia Davis
Environmental Advocate
Ecopledge

29 Temple Place

Suite 200

Boston, MA 02111

Mary Lou Ballweg, President/Executive
Director

Sofia Dorsano, Education/Environmental
Health Coordinator

Endometriosis Association

8585 North 76th Street

Milwaukee, WI 53223

Lisa Archer

Campaigns Coordinator

Health and Environment Program
Friends of the Earth-US

1717 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, 600
Washington, DC 20036-2002

Denny Larson

Director

Global Community Monitor
739 Cortland Ave.

San Francisco, CA 94110

Linda Christopher

Executive Director

GrassRoots Recycling Network (GRRN)
PO Box 282

Cotati CA 94931

Wendy Gordon

Executive Director

The Green Guide Institute

PO Box 567, Prince Street Station
New York, NY 10012

John Passacantando, Executive Director
Rick Hind, Legislative Director, Greenpeace
Toxics Campaign

Greenpeace

702 H Street, NW #300

Washington, DC 20001

Paul Bogart

Campaign Coordinator
Healthy Building Network
41 Oakview Terrace
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

Tom Goldtooth

Director

Indigenous Environmental Network
P.O. Box 485

Bemidiji, MN 56619



Patricia Jurewicz

Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy
2105 First Avenue South

Minneapolis, MN 55404

Muna Lakhani,

National Coordinator

Institute for Zero Waste in Africa - IZWA
P.O. Box 701369

Overport 4067, South Africa

Andrea Carmen

Director

International Indian Treaty Council
2390 Mission St. Suite 301

San Francisco, CA 94110

Ronnie Cummins

National Director

Organic Consumers Association
6771 South Silver Hill Drive
Finland, Minnesota 55603

Carl Pope

Executive Director
Sierra Club

408 C St., N.E.
Washington, DC 20002

Meghan Purvis

Environmental Health Advocate
U.S. PIRG

218 D Street, SE

Washington, DC 20003

State and Regional Organizations

Pam Miller

Director

Alaska Community Action on Toxics
505 W. Northern Lights Blvd. #205
Anchorage, AK 99503

Donna Cuthbert

Vice President

The Alliance For A Clean Environment
P.O. Box 3063

Stowe, PA 19464

Lou Valencia Arsenio

Coordinator

Archdiocese of Manila Ecology Desk
Caritas Manila Bldg.

2002 Jesus St.,

Pandacan, Manila, Philippines

David Mickey

Zero Waste Coordinator

Blue Ridge Environmental Defense League
332 Shady Grove Church Road
Winston-Salem, NC 27107

Kathleen Curtis

Executive Director

Citizens’ Environmental Coalition
33 Central Ave.

Albany, NY 12210

Laura Olah

Executive Director

Citizens for Safe Water Around Badger
E12629 Weigand's Bay South
Merrimac, W1 53561

Jackie Elliott

Citizens Leading for Environmental Action
and Responsibility

PO Box 507

Claremont, NH 03743-0507

Adele Henderson and Jackie James
Co-Directors

Clean Air Coalition of Western NY
146 Newfield St

Buffalo NY 14207

Leise Jones

Clean Water Action Alliance of
Massachusetts

262 Washington Street, Room 301
Boston, MA 02108

Diana McKeown

Program Director

Clean Water Action Alliance of Minnesota
308 East Hennepin Ave.

Minneapolis, MN 55414

Aurélie Gigandet



Campaigner

CNIID

21 Rue Alexandre Dumas
75011 Paris, France

Ralph Ryder

Coordinator

Communities Against Toxics
PO Box 29 Ellesmere Port
Cheshire, CH66 3TX, England

Nityanand Jayaraman

Corporate Accountability Desk

H19/4 Gangai Street

Kalakshetra Colony

Besant Nagar, Chennai 600 090, India

Eric Lombardi
Executive Director/CEO
Eco-Cycle Inc

5030 Pearl Street
Boulder, CO. 80301

Beck Cowles

Information Program Manager
Ecology Center

2530 San Pablo Ave
Berkeley, CA 94702

Tracey Easthope, MPH

Director, Environmental Health Project
Ecology Center

117 N. Division

Ann Arbor, Ml 48104

Rachel L. Gibson

Environmental Health Advocate & Staff
Attorney

Environment California

369 Broadway, Suite 200

San Francisco, CA 94133

Michael Belliveau

Executive Director

Environmental Health Strategy Center
P.O. Box 2217

Bangor, Maine 04402

Jan Conley

Board President

EAGLE (Environmental Association for
Great Lakes Education)

394 Lake Av S

Duluth, MN 55802

Alan Muller
Executive Director
Green Delaware

Box 69

Port Penn, DE 19731

Karen Miller

Founder

Huntington Breast Cancer Action Coalition
Prevention Is The Cure, Inc.

PO Box 1446

Huntington, NY 11743

Tessa Hill

President

Kids for Saving Earth
PO Box 421118
Minneapolis, MN 55442

David Ludder

President

Legal Environmental Assistance Foundation
1114 Thomasville Road, Suite E
Tallahassee, FL 32303-6290

Mary Brune

Co-founder

MOMS (Making Our Milk Safe)
1125 High Street

Alameda, CA 94501

Brad Heavner

Director

MaryPIRG (Maryland Public Interest
Research Group)

3121 St. Paul St. #26

Baltimore, MD 21218

Deborah Shields

Executive Director

Massachusetts Breast Cancer Coalition
1419 Hancock Street, Suite 202
Quincy, MA 02169



Tony Caplan

Chairperson

Mink Hills Center for Sustainable
Development

P.O. Box 2012

Henniker, NH 03242

Sonia S. Mendoza

Chairman

Mother Earth Foundation - Philippines
2nd Flr, PhilDHRRA Bldg

Loyola Heights 1112, Quezon City
Metro Manila, Philippines

Heidi Melander

Board President

Northern California Recycling Association
PO Box 5581

Berkeley, CA 94705

Jane Harris

Executive Director

Oregon Center for Environmental Health
819 SE Morrison, Suite 235

Portland, Oregon 97214

Melissa Blue Sky

Program Director

Oregon Physicians for Social Responsibility
921 SW Morrison St, Suite 308

Portland, OR 97205

Kathleen Burns, Ph.D.
Director

Sciencecorps

41 Fair Oaks Dr.
Lexington, Mass. 02421

Rey K. Palacio

Director

SiningYAPak (SIYAP)
118 San Pascual, Obando
Bulakan, 3021 Philippines

Sasanka Dev
Secretary

Society for Direct Initiative for Social and

Health Action (DISHA)
20/4 Sil Lane
Kolkata 700 015, India

Gregg Small

Executive Director

Washington Toxics Coalition

4649 Sunnyside Ave. N, Suite 540
Seattle, WA 98103

Roger Cook

Executive Director

Western New York Council On
Occupational Safety and Health
2495 Main Street, Suite 438
Buffalo, NY 14214

Janelle Sorensen

Project Coordinator

Women's Environmental Institute
P.O. Box 128

North Branch, MN 55056

Alexandra Gorman

Women's Voices for the Earth
Director of Science and Research
P.O. Box 8743

Missoula, MT 59807



